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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 8 and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tourville et al. 

The patent tot Tourville et al. discloses a board game comprising a plurality of areas, 
and a plurality of spaces that extend throughout the plurality of areas. The plurality of 
areas include a first area of play, the inside board, Figs. 1-4 consisting of at least sixty- 
four playing spaces arranged in at least eight columns and at least eight rows which 
extend through all of the plurality of areas, col. 3, lines 1 5-1 9. The plurality of areas 
also includes a second area of play, the outside board, Figs. 1-4. The second area of 
play having fifty-six playing spaces 1-56. The second area of play is larger than the first 
area of play, and the first area of play is contained within the second area of play, see 
col. 1 , lines 47-68 and col. 2, lines 55-68. Some of the play spaces are control spaces, 
20, 48 "Earth Casino", 4 "Time Warp", etc., see col. 1, lines 54-66 and col. 4, lines 29- 
68. Tourville's board game further comprises a set of game pieces, "ship markers", one 
set for at least two players. The game pieces are maneuvered along the first area, and 
the game pieces are used for attacking opposing game pieces, col. 6, lines 5-54. Thus, 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/651 ,092 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3712 

these game pieces may be called chess game pieces. Placement cards, "Quazi cards", 
for identifying where players should place the chess game pieces, col. 5, lines 1-11. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tourville 
et al. as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Temple. 

In Tourville's game when a player purchases a property, the player receives an 
ownership marker "pentagons", col. 2, line 24. Temple teaches that it is known in 
financial transaction board games where players purchase property, to provide 
ownership cards 28. In view of such teaching, it would been obvious to replace 
Tourville's ownership markers with ownership cards in order to more clearly indicate the 
property owned by the players. 

5. Claims 1-7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nolte. 

The patent to Nolte discloses a method of playing a board game comprising a game 
board having rows and columns of square spaces, Fig. 1 and 4, and at least two players 
with a set of chess game pieces 20-23, Fig. 2. The game board comprises a central 
region 10, and a plurality of different areas 11-18. To play Nolte's game, a game that is 
not chess is played, col. 5, line 50 to col. 7, line 72, see Figs. 10, 10A, 1 1A -1 1G. 
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Players attempt to control a majority of the plurality of different areas with the chess 
pieces. These games may be called different types of chess games. Thus, when a 
predetermined circumstance occurs, for instance, when a first game ends, another 
game or a different type of chess game may be played. These games include four- 
player game, a six-player game and an eight-player game, wherein player are 
eliminated from the game, col. 2, line 67 to col. 3, line 1 1 . 

6. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nolte as 
applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of Cornelson et al. 

The patent to Cornelson discloses a strategy type board game comprising 
placement cards. The placement cards 34 inform players of where to set their playing 
pieces on the game board, col. 4, lines 59-61 and col. 7, lines 37-57. In view of such 
teaching, it would have been obvious to incorporate placement cards to Nolte's game in 
order to make the game more chance oriented and therefore more exciting to play. 

7. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nolte as 
applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of Wilkins. 

The patent to Wilkins teaches that it is known in the chess game art to provide 
control spaces 18-21 wherein players control one of the plurality of areas by positioning 
a chess piece on a majority of the control spaces. In view of such teaching, it would 
have been obvious to incorporate control spaces to Nolte's game board. This 
modification would have made Nolte's game more challenging to play. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 1-7 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 and 14, the recitations "a first game that is not chess" and "playing 
chess" are indefinite. There are different type of chess games see references cited and 
see www.chessvariants.com which lists several hundred different types of chess 
games. The term "chess" must be more clearly defined. 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patent to Mathews discloses a different type of chess game. 
The patents to Lakin and Bolan disclose strategy type board games having an outer 
space theme. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin H. Layno whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1815. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 1st Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (703) 308-1745. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 4 
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